Introduced by Council President Boyer and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Morgan, Love, Schellenberg, Brosche, Wilson Bowman, Hazouri, Anderson, Dennis, Becton and R. Gaffney: 


RESOLUTION 2017-338
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JACQueLYn H. “JACKIE” CORNELIUS FOR HER 47 YEARS OF DEDICATED SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP TO DUVAL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS UPON THE OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Jacquelyn H. “Jackie” Cornelius, a Jacksonville native and graduate of Duval County Public Schools, earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Florida, and Master’s degree in Educational Leadership from the University of North Florida; and
WHEREAS, Mrs. Cornelius has been an invaluable asset to the Duval County Public Schools for 47 years. Her leadership ability has paved the way for her to serve as the principal of Douglas Anderson (DA) School of the Arts for the past 20 years. Under her leadership and guidance, DA has been recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, a National Model School, and a National Leader School by the US Department of Education as well as being listed by the Newsweek magazine as one of the Best Academic High Schools in the country. DA has received various awards and recognitions that include Grammy Gold Signature School, a Florida Distinguished School, a Best Academic High School by Newsweek, a 2009 U.S. News & World Report Best High Schools in America Gold Medal School, and a 2008 Exemplary School by the Arts Schools Network. DA is a National Essentially Duke Ellington High School Jazz Band Competition winner and its theatre department has performed at the prestigious Edinburgh, Scotland Mini Fringe Arts Festival. Douglas Anderson’s success is credited to Jackie Cornelius’ diligent and tireless determination to create an environment for the students to grow, engage, and excel. She pushed the limits to ensure the continuous growth of Douglas Anderson by spearheading two major expansion projects of the campus, each costing $13 million. The first phase was completed in 2003, which added 87,000 square feet to the campus. The second phase was completed in 2015 that added about a 60,000-square-foot building housing 20 classrooms, four state-of-the art science labs and a 20,000-square-foot cafeteria; and
WHEREAS, Jackie Cornelius is a humanitarian that is dedicated to supporting projects and opportunities that primarily benefit students, schools, faculty and staff. She has held several leadership positions in numerous organizations which include, but are not limited to, Uptown Civitans, First Coast Business and Professional Women’s Club, Past President of Theatre Jacksonville, Past Director of the BPW Florida Education Foundation, Leadership Jacksonville Alumni, ’92, President of the International Network of Performing and Visual Arts Schools, Jacksonville Women’s Network board, the Mayor’s Commission on the Status of Women board, Gateway Girl Scout Council, the Mayor’s Insight Committee, the Jacksonville Symphony Education committee, and the Youth Leadership Jacksonville Board of Directors; and


WHEREAS, Mrs. Cornelius is an exceptional woman that has provided outstanding service her entire professional life which is evident by her countless number of accomplishments and awards. She has walked in pride and support of her students, and in gratitude of her faculty and staff. Her leadership has been an inspiration to many which has shown itself in the many awards bestowed on her which include the University of Florida’s Distinguished Principal Award, the Florida Times Union News Eve Award, the Florida Alliance for Arts Education Leadership Award, the Florida Association of Administrators 2008 Arts Administrator of the Year Award, the Florida State Thespians 2009 Administrator of the Year Award for Outstanding Leadership, the Jacksonville Arts Assembly Outstanding Arts Educator Award; the Gateway Girl Scout Council Woman of Distinction Award, the Florida Association of Theatre Educators 2008 Outstanding Administrator of the Year, and the Duval Arts Teachers’ Association Outstanding Principal of the Year Award;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Mrs. Jackie Cornelius for her outstanding and tireless efforts throughout her 47 years with Duval County Public Schools in educating and making a difference in the lives of all children. She will be missed by students, administration, faculty and staff. The Council extends its very best wishes on the occasion of her retirement and encourages every person impacted by her leadership and guidance to honor her in being passionate about education and the development of children.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel
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